224	LOBD OHESTEBFIELD'S WORKS.
to them, and which, by emphatical signs and looks, they could apply to the proper objects; insomuch that he had often known very pretty sentimental conversations carried on through a whole Opera by these references to the book.
Having thus shown the power and effects of music both among the ancients and the moderns, and the good and ill uses which may be made of it, I shall submit it to persons wiser than myself, what is to be done in this important crisis. I look upon Operas to have been the great national establishment of music, and I am persuaded that innumerable sects will rise from their ruins, and break into various conventicles of vocal and instrumental, which, if not attended to, may prove of ill consequence. But in this, as in everything else, I put my trust in the wisdom of the Ministers, who daily show that nothing is above their skill or below their care. "Kingdoms and gin-sellers tremble at their fleets, and their informers. Terrible abroad and lovely at home, they put me always in mind of that beautiful description which Tasso gives of one of his heroes: *
Se'l vedi fulminar, nell' arme, avvolto Mute lo Btimi; Amor se scopre 11 volto.
If you were to see him, says he, glittering in his armour, and in all the thunder of war, you would take him for Mars, the god of it; but when that is over, and he lays by his helmet, you would think him the god of love.
* Of Rinaldo.   See canto i. stanza 58.